


IN NEW YORK CITY, where 
Thomas A. Edison arrived in 
1869 “without a single penny 
—for no matter what I may 
do I reap nothing but trouble 
and the blues.” a wreath 
was placed below the Edison 
Tablet on the Pearl Street 
station site, at ceremonies 
marking Edison's birthdcy, 
February 11. Left to right 
ars Mrs. Thomas A. Edison. 
Ralph H. Tapscott, president 
of Consolidated Edison; F. 
Moreton Jack. veteran of 
Pearl Street station. and Col. 
Oscar H. Fogg, vice-chair- 
man of Consolidated Edisen 





LIGHTING LEVELS 
AS HIGH AS 100 
FOOT-CANDLES HAVE 
BECOME PRACTICAL IN 
AIR-CONDITIONED ROOMS 7 
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North American Cancels 
Sale of Union Electric 


Public sales of holdings indefinitely postponed — Has no bearing 
on enforcement of act, say SEC officials — Tests of SEC 


“leniency” foreseen in pending cases 


Virtually on the eve of the proposed 
offering, North American Co. called off 
indefinitely this week its plan for a 
public sale to divest itself of the Union 
Electric Co. as a major step in compli- 
ance with the Holding Company Act. 

Financial and some utility circles 
speculated that the company’s action, 
dictated by indications that the market 
could not absorb the issue in its present 
unsettled state, heralded a_ general 
movement te postpone until after the 
war any drive to force compliance with 
the “death sentence.” Possibility of a 
legislative move to write such an amend- 
ment into the law was discussed. 


SEC Reaction 


In Washington officials of the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission refused 
to see in the North American action 
anything affecting its policies regard- 
ing application of the act. They pointed 
out that the company was not under an 
SEC edict to dispose of Union Electric 
that the proposed sale had not been 
approved by SEC, that the postpone- 
ment of the securities issue was not 
accompanied by formal withdrawal of 
North American’s application for ap- 
Proval of the move. Hearings on the 
application are in recess until the call 
ofthe examiner, at the company’s re- 
quest. 

The North American “disintegra- 
tion” case is now pending before SEC 
for a final decision as to what it must 
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do to comply with the act—first major 
system case to reach that stage. Orders 
to dispose of individual properties have 
been entered against other systems, 
but collateral matters still are pending. 

SEC spokesmen also pointed to the 
statement of then Chairman Eicher at 
the Edison Electric Institute meeting 
last summer, in which he pointed out 
that the act permits utilities a year to 
comply with disposition orders, after 
which they may be given a second year. 
After that, SEC may—but not neces- 
sarily at once—go to court to force 
compliance. Eicher then indicated that 
SEC had no intention of forcing util- 
ities into shotgun sales. To this, today, 
at SEC, officials always add that even 
in dispossess orders utilites do not 
necessarily have to sell the properties 
through security issues. 

First direct test of SEC’s “leniency” 
in a disposition case will come within 
the next few months when applications 
come in for extension of time to com- 
ply. The statutory year expires on sev- 
eral Engineers Public Service and 
United Gas Improvement system prop- 
erties this spring. 


Egan, Union Electric 
Guilty of Conspiracy 


A federal jury last week found Louis 
M. Egan and the Union Electric Co. 
of Missouri guilty of conspiracy and 
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violation of the corrupt practices 
section of the holding company act. 
Mr. Egan, former president of the 
Louis utility, was found guilty of 
conspiracy, one of the eight charges in 
the indictment. The company was found 
guilty of all eight charges. Each charge 
carries a maximum penalty of two 
years imprisonment and $10,000 fine. 
United States District Judge George 
H. Moore said sentence would be passed 
late this week. 


St. Lawrence Faces 
House Opposition 


Congressional opponents of the St. 
Lawrence seaway and power project, 
joined by others opposing various seg- 
ments of the omnibus rivers and har- 
bors bill, have organized to fight the 
measure on the House floor. The bill 
is expected to come up for debate some 
time in March. 

Representative William P. Cole, Jr., 
Maryland Democrat, was selected chair- 
man of the special strategy committee 
and probably will act as floor leader 
for the opposition. Their strategy in- 
cludes parliamentary maneuvers to ob- 
tain a direct roll call vote on the St. 
Lawrence project. 

Authorization of the St. Lawrence 
is contained in the omnibus measure 
which also authorizes scores of other 
jobs, including such controversial items 
as the Florida ship canal, a $66,000,000 
Tennessee-Tombigbee river improve- 
ment and a number of others which 
have been labeled “pork barrel.” Ad- 
ministration plans for restricting the 
bill to projects considered essential to 
defense have been abandoned, but a 
committee amendment will be offered 
prohibiting construction of any non- 
essential project until six months after 
the end of the war. This would not pre- 
vent building of St. Lawrence. 
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THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFS 


Tue St. Louis Adequate Wiring 

Bureau appears to be a jump ahead of 
the field with a defense housing pro- 
gram which has indorsement from the 
local FHA. Upon final inspection of 
a job by FHA, a sticker affixed to the 
job advises that the number of outlets 
is up to the WPB limit, that wiring 
has been soundly engineered and that 
added outlets may be added at mini- 
mum cost when materials again become 
available. 
Mass. ELectric has no 
intention of losing the advantages 
gained through its adequate wiring 
programs, which resulted in an average 
increase of nine outlets per home. As 
a result, home lighting adviser Loraine 
Lawson continues her talks and dem- 
onstrations before bridge groups meet- 
ing in the company’s auditorium. 


PITTSFIELD, 


NINE RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OPERATIVES 
in Arkansas saved 3 mills per kilowatt- 
hour when they purchased 6,226,692 
kw.-hr. from Arkansas Power & Light 
instead of generating their own power, 
according to a summary presented to 
the Arkansas Department of Public 
Utilities. 

DukKE PowWER’s NEW KITCHEN CLINIC 
PLAN announced this week has five 
specific objectives: (1) cutting the 
kitchen budget; (2) combating “hidden 
hunger”; (3) vegetables, meats and 
cereals for modest menus; (4) econom- 
ical food preparation; (5) how to 
appetize, economize, energize. 


OrriciALs OF Public service of New 
Jersey are preparing for contingencies 
by securing arm bands which will in- 
sure quick and easy identification from 
air wardens. All employees whose duties 
will require them to be on the streets 
during blackouts and raids are being 
fingerprinted. Fifty-five hundred em- 
ployees have signed up for first aid 
courses. 


“SAVE EVERY DAY through the use of 
electricity” is the keynote of all resi- 
dential service advertising by Connecti- 
cut Light & Power. For each adver- 
tised use are shown the savings in time, 
money, labor, eyesight, etc. 


REGIONAL VICE-CHAIRMEN of the Na- 
tional Better Light-Better Sight Bureau 
report in the latest issue of the News 
that so long as incandescent lamp sup- 
plies hold out utility companies will be 
promoting lighting, a source of revenue 
of double value to utilities nowadays. 


OVERZEALOUS AND HEAVY-HANDED air 


raid wardens are being blamed for 
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troubles with street lighting equipment 
in New York City. It is said wardens 
will not fasten the 11x7-in. cast-iron 
doors. protecting control equipment and 
“tinker” with the astronomical clocks. 
Twenty-five thousand switches are on 
order so street lights may be operated 
from outside the pole. 


EguitABLE SALES COMPANY is dis- 
continuing merchandising of electric 
and gas appliances at all of its shops 
and Pittsburgh utilities will absorb as 
many of the employees as is possible. 
The utility companies will continue to 
assist customers in obtaining the maxi- 
mum effectiveness from their present 
appliances. 


CONSTRUCTION BUDGET of the Cleve- 
land Electric Illuminating Co. for 1942 
totals $16,000,000, mostly to provide 
for future war power demands in north- 
ern Ohio. Including the $16,000,000 
programmed for this year, the company 
has expended $34,000.000 for expansion 
since 1940. 


Because Derroir Epison_§ reported 
that “war-time” would result in savings 
of 10 kw.-hr. per customer per year 
and Consumers Power that savings of 
2 to 3 percent could be expected, Michi- 
gan authorities decided to enter no 
protest against the federal order ad- 
vancing the time schedule a full hour. 


ForESIGHTED Rochester Gas & Elec- 
tric Corp., is said to have built up a 
coal pile ample for several months of 
operation, as protection against trans- 
portation interruptions. WPB is ask- 
ing all utilities to stock up now on fuel 
supplies, waiving its usual restrictions 
on fuel. 


CENTRAL HUDSON’S RURAL service de- 
partment manager, F. M. Wigsten, is 
on the air (WGY) with timely advice 
to farm customers on ways of “produc- 
ing a lot more with a lot less” to help 
the nation’s war effort. 


WESTINGHOUSE IS ANNOUNCING this 
week-end a _ seven-pronged program 
which will parallel efforts now in effect 
by many utilities to keep the electrical 
dealer in business through appliance 
servicing. The “dealer aids” formerly 
devoted to sales are now adapted to 
service. 

Duke Power Co. HAS LEASED to the 
War Department Spencer Mountain sit- 
uated between Charlotte and Gastonia 
for a dollar-a-year. The picturesque 
mountain, with adjacent land, will be 
used by the Federal government as 
an army bombing and gunnery range. 
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A SECOND CONSERVATION STEP js 
taken by the William Wrigley, Jr.. Com. 
pany with the announcement that the 
company’s huge “electric fish” sign jn 
Times Square, New York, will be dis. 
mantled. The company announced two 
weeks ago that floodlights used for its 
Chicago building were to be given to 
the Navy. 


VircintA Pusiic SERVICE is anothe 
company advising us that appliance 
sales in January are running far ahead 
of sales a year ago. 


Aluminum Plants for 
Four Cities Planned 


Boston, New York, Philadelphia and 
Chicago are reported to be the fou 
cities in which the War Production 
Board will recommend that large alu 
minum plants be erected when its pend: 
ing expansion program is completed 
and released. 

These four cities are expected to be 
named in the release because (1) they 
now have “ample” generating reserves 
which can be devoted to aluminum 
production and (2) plants may be con- 
structed in these areas without the 
necessity for constructing long trans- 
mission systems from power stations to 
plant sites. Estimates as to power sup- 
plies available for this purpose are. 
however, said to vary widely. 

Power for the new plant proposed 
for New York City is expected to cost 
5 mills, it was stated, compared to what 
is reported as 3 mills for power from 
hydro sources. The three coast cities 
are admittedly vulnerable to bombing 
attacks, but it is said these are risk 
which must be taken. 


Walkout at St. Louis 
Generating Plants 


Maintenance workers at four powe! 
plants of the Union Electric Co. 0 
Missouri walked off their jobs this 
week, threatening to stop work unles 
a dispute which involved two employee: 
is settled. 

Plants affected are at Kahokia, Ill: 
Venice, Ill.; Bagnell Dam, Mo.; and 
the St. Louis County Gas Co. 


Sets PUD Trial Date 


United States District Judge John C 
Bowen has set September 1 as the ti! 
date for the Snohomish County Public 
Utility District’s condemnation su! 
against the Puget Sound Power & Light 
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WPB Official Urges NEMA 
Members to Take Initiative 


Suggestions for product substitutions and simplification sought from 
electrical manufacturers to speed war effort — Moloney 
and Beutler receive 50-year certificates 


“There are two ways in which the 
electrical industry can approach its 
job in the national war effort,” A. L. 
Williams, chief, production require- 
ments branch, WPB, stated in Chicago 
last week. “It can wait for Washington 
to make suggestions about products, 
material substitutions and _simplifica- 
tions or it can volunteer suggestions 
and simplifications and carry them out 
on their own initiative. 

“There is not enough time to take 
any but the latter course,” Mr. Wil- 
liams stated. “Pearl Harbor and the 
fall of Singapore, indicate that we are 
fighting for our lives,” he said. 


Six Hundred Attend 


Speaking before six hundred execu- 
tives in the electrical industry at a 
luncheon held in connection with the 
midwinter conference of the National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association. 
Mr. Williams discussed in detail ways 
in which manufacturers can cooperate 


with the WPB in particular reference 
to the new production requirements 
plan. 


George C. Thomas, Jr., president of 





T. 0. Moloney, chairman of the board, 
Moloney Electric Co., recipient last week 
of 50-year certificate from NEMA 


NEMA and head of the Thomas & Betts 
Co., Elizabeth, N. J., told delegates at 
the luncheon meeting that nothing is 
more important to the war effort than 
the el-ctrical industry. “Electrical en- 
ergy put to use by electrical equipment 
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NEMA President George C. Thomas, Jr. 

(right) presents 50-year certificate to 

Albert Beutler, secretary of Belden Manu- 
facturing Co. 


is the very life-blood of our war ef- 
forts.” he stated. “To keep electrical 
energy at top efficiency on all phases 
of the victory program is the number 
one job of industry,” Mr. Thomas 
stated. 

“One of the important factors,” he 
added, “is teamwork among the vari- 
ous branches of the industry in the 
design, manufacture, distribution, in- 
stallation and operation of electrical 
equipment.” 

At the luncheon Thomas O. Moloney, 
chairman of the board, Moloney Elec- 
tric Company, St. Louis, Mo., and 
Albert Beutler, secretary, Belden Man- 
ufacturing Company, Chicago, were 
honored, receiving certificates of ap- 
preciation in recognition of 50 years or 
more of continuous service in the elec- 
trical manufacturing industry. 


Present Rackham Memorial 


Presentation of the Horace H. Rack- 
ham Educational Memorial, occupying 
with its landscaping and parking areas 
an entire block in Detroit’s noted art 
center, was recently made. Murray D. 
Van Wagoner, Governor of the state 
of Michigan. presided. The building 
was presented by Dr. Bryson D. Hor- 
ton on behalf of the trustees of the 


Horace H. Rackham and Mary A. Rack- 
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ham Fund and was accepted by Dr. 
Alexander G. Ruthven, president of the 
University of Michigan, and Harvey 
M. Merker, president of the Engineer- 
ing Society of Detroit. Alex Dow, presi- 
dent of the trustees of the Rackham 
Engineering Foundation and chairman 
of the executive committee of the De- 
troit Edison Co., was among the speak- 
ers. 
e 


Bonneville Kilowatis 
to Supplant Utility 


Sixty-five Liberty, 10,000-ton ships 
will be built at the new shipyards being 
erected in Vancouver, Wash., just across 
the river from Portland. The North- 
western Electric Co. got busy at once 
to meet the need for power for dredge 
filling and yard construction. 

Within ten days from the signing, 
Northwestern’s crews had power avail- 
able, tapped off the 66,000-volt Van- 
couver-Camas line. It is stepped down 
to 11,000 volts and carried to another 
substation at the plant site. Construc- 
tion and dredge load is estimated at 
more than 3000 kw. Copper for the 
8,000-ft. line ‘was supplied largely by 
contractors from previous jobs. 

Although company lines are already 
on the job, it has been announced 
from Washington, D. C. that the perma- 
nent load at the plant will be served 
by the Bonneville Administration. This 
will necessitate construction from Bon- 
neville of approximately 8 miles of 
115,000-volt line and a substation in 
order to reach the plant site. 


Paducah Takes First Step 
to Buy Local Plant 


Paducah (Ky.) Board of City Com- 
missioners, took the first step, at a spe- 
cial meeting held recently, under pro- 
cedure set up in its electric franchise. 
to purchase or condemn the local gen- 
erating and distribution facilities of the 
Kentucky Utilities Co. The action was 
taken by a 3 to 2 vote. The resolution, 
which was favorably voted upon, au- 
thorized the Mayor to notify Kentucky 
Utilities Co. of the city’s intention to 
proceed under franchise provisions for 
purchase of the company’s holdings. 


Will Issue PUD Petitions 


Petitions to seek enough signatures 
to place on the November ballots pro- 
posal for formation of a public utility 
district for King County, excluding 
Seattle, will be circulated immediately, 
according to J. L. O’Brien, King County 
PUD president. A similar proposal 
failed in 1940 by a narrow margin. 
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Boston Blackout Load Dip 
Like Normal Noon Valley 


Edison company drops 77,000 kw. in 30 minutes and recovers 49,600 
kw. in 15 minutes without adverse effect on service — 













Co-operation excellent among participants. 


Boston’s first trial blackout, on the 
evening of February 17, was smoothly 
handled by all interests concerned, the 
load of the Boston Edison Co. drop- 
ping between 9:45 p.m. and 10:15 
p.m. from 225,400 kw. to 148,400 kw., 
or 34.2 percent. The recovery was 49,- 
600 kw. between 10:15 and 10:30. These 
changes were handled with no more 
difficulty than is experienced in con- 
nection with the normal noon valley 
in the company’s output. Voltage and 
frequency conditions were maintained; 
boiler, turbine and auxiliary equip- 
ment on the line at L Street and Edgar 
stations met the requirements readily, 
and observation of the blackout 
brought high commendation from the 
public authorities. 

With the exception of the town of 
Lexington, the suburban communities 
served by the Edison company did not 
participate in the test, but it is antici- 
pated that a later test covering the 
entire metropolitan district will be 
undertaken. 


Advance publicising of the blackout by 
the civic and governmental authorities 
led to considerable cutting out of 
lighting by 9:15, and in the last 15 
minutes before the start of the black- 
out the Edison load dropped by 57,300 
kw. During the actual blackout the 
rate of falling off tapered off materially, 
only 19,700. kw. being lost between 10 
and 10:15. There were some indications 
of a slight tendency by consumers to 
“jump the gun” just before the end of 
the blackout in Bosten, but in the 
main the minimum load was held close 
to 150,000 kw., rising by 48,000 kw. be- 
tween 10:20 and 10:30, or about 4,800 
kw. per minute. The system peak in 
1941 was 417,900 kw., of which 362,- 
000 kw. was absorbed by the company’s 
own territorial customers. 

The foregoing drop in load was the 
most pronounced the Edison system has 
ever known in such a short time. There 
are 14,241 street lights on the Edison 
system in Boston proper and 1,231 in 
Lexington. All these are incandescents, 
and in Boston there are 9,873 series 
and 4,368 multiple lamps in this class 

The Boston blackout, which covered — of The multiple lamps have 
the city proper, began sharply at 10 been equipped with hand- 
p.m. and ended “on the button” at facilities, 1,150 auxiliary 
10:20, Lexington’s lasting until 10:30. switches having been installed to per- 
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mit their cutting off and in by air raid 
wardens, 

The remaining street lamps are jn 
general controlled by switches at sta- 
tions and substations, this also being 
the case at Lexington. Street lighting 
was cut off beginning shortly before 
the blackout and was very rapidly re- 
stored after the sounding of the all. 
clear signal. 


Railway Load 


Consumers’ generally co-operated 
admirably with the authorities and no 
accidents were reported. The Boston 
Elevated Railway system within the 
city was halted during the blackout 
and the combined load on its generat. 
ing plants dropped from 27.500 kw. at 
9:50 p.m. to 18,000 kw. at 10 o’clock to 
12,500 kw. between 10:04 and 10:17 
p.m., up to 13,000 kw. at 10:18; 16,000 
kw. at 10:21 and to 29,000 kw. at 
10:25. Suburban trolley and bus service 
was maintained during the blackout in 
Boston. Aviation beacons 
tained in regular service. 


were main- 


Work on Bluestone Power 
Dam Ordered to Begin 


Actual construction of the $22,000,- 
000 Bluestone flood-control and hydro- 
electric power dam on the New River 
near Hinton will begin at once. Army 
engineers announced the award of the 
contract to the Dravo Corp. of Pitts- 
burgh at its estimate of $11,376,080 for 
the work, exclusive of sluice gates and 
hydro-electric power equipment, which 
are expected to increase the cost of the 
project to $22,000,000. 

Capt. P. V. Kieffer, Jr., executive 
officer of the Huntington district, U. 5. 
Engineers, has announced that formal 
notice to proceed with construction had 
been given. A spokesman for the Dravo 
Corp. said that construction would re- 
quire two years or more to complete. 


James F. Owens Dies 


James F. Owens, chairman of the 
hoard of the Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Co., died on February 20, of a heart 
ailment, at the age of 63. He became 
chairman of the board of the Okia- 
homa utiiity early this year, when he 
relinquished the presidency to Brig- 
Gen. George A. Davis, Adjutant-Gen- 
eral of the state of Oklahoma. Mr. 
Owens was a member of the operating 
committee of the Edison Electric Inst 
tute and had been active in the oper- 
ating, public policy and administrative 
committee work of its predecessor oF 
ganization, the National Electric | ight 
Association, serving as its presijent 


in 1932. 
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Navy Turbine Orders 
Affect Chicago's Power 


Chairman C. Y. Freeman advises stockholders that new-capacity 
installations are “almost certain” to be delayed — Virtually 
impossible to anticipate future peak power supply 


Uncertain deliveries of generating 
capacity on order and the growth of 
demand make it virtually impossible to 
anticipate with any assurance the 
power supply situation in Chicago for 
future peak periods, C. Y. Freeman, 
chairman of the board of Common- 
wealth Edison Co., told stockholders 
last week. 


Reduction in Reserve 


Every indication, he stated, points to 
a substantial reduction in reserve gen- 
erating capacity, despite the fact that 
next winter’s peak load should be con- 
siderably reduced from what it would 
otherwise be, as a result of the adoption 
of war time. 

Net effective generating capacity of 
the Chicago system, according to Mr. 
Freeman, is 2,146,000 kw., including 
the 161,000 kw. of capacity added dur- 
ing 1941 by Commonwealth Edison Co. 
and subsidiaries. Peak load during the 
current winter season was approxi- 
mately 1,790,000 kw., giving an excess 
capacity over peak loads of about 350,- 
(00 kw., he stated. This compared with 
a reserve of 385,000 kw. over the 1,600,- 
000 kw. peak load of last winter. 

The company’s construction program 
was planned and orders placed, so that 
under ordinary circumstances one of 
two new units contemplated for Fisk 
station in Chicago and a 12,500-kw. 
topping unit contemplated for the 
Aurora station of the Western United 
Gas & Electric Co. would have been in 
operation in the fall of 1942 with the 
second unit for Fisk station and a 
turbo-generator for the Dixon plant of 
the Illinois Northern Utilities Co., 
teady in the fall of 1943. However, de- 
mands for turbines for the United 
States Navy are now so great that delay 
is almost certain to occur, Mr. Freeman 
declared. 

Under the construction program re- 
erred to by Mr. Freeman, the company 
has placed orders for a 147,000-kw. and 
a 150,000-kw. unit for the Fisk station 
n Chicago. Western United Gas & 
Electric Co. is installing a 12,500-kw. 
‘opping turbine at its Aurora station 
that will add about 20,000 kw. to the 
net effective capacity of that plant. 
Also, during 1941 a 50,000-kw. turbo- 
eenerator was authorized and ordered 
for installation at the Dixon station of 
Illinois Northern Utilities Co. 
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Requirements of Chicago industry 
engaged in war production, Mr. Free- 
man pointed out, is reflected in the 18.2 
percent increase in energy sales to 
large power and light customers in 
1941 over 1940. A number of new 
plants for the exclusive manufacture of 
war materials have been or are being 
located in the Chicago area. These will 
require relatively large blocks of power, 
only a small fraction of which were on 
the company’s lines during the 1941-42 
peak period, it was stated. 

Consolidated net income for the year 
ended December 31 amounted to $26,- 
747,901, equivalent to $2.10 a share on 
the 12,718,616 shares outstanding at the 
close of the year. The 1940 earnings 
were $29,170,756, or $2.32 a share on 
12.565.140 shares then outstanding. 


Portland G.E. Offers Cut 
in Rates to State 


Proposal to supply electrical energy 
to eighteen state buildings, including 
Oregon’s Capitol, in the Salem area at 
a substantial decrease in rates below 
last year has been made by the Port- 
land General Electric Co. to the state 
board of control. 


Frank M. Warren, Jr., assistant to 
the president of the company, stated: 
“We firmly believe that the board of 
control of the state of Oregon is anxious 
to avoid the diversion of vital materials 
to non-essential uses such as the dupli- 
cation of transmission and distribution 
facilities. We are therefore basing our 
proposal on a retail rate that relieves 
the state of all responsibility for own- 
ing and operating its own distribution 
system.” 


Wind-Power Unit 
Making Progress 


Vermont’s 1,000-kw. wind-power gen- 
erating unit on Grandpa’s Knob near 
Rutland has been undergoing various 
adjustments and mechanical changes 
during the winter to eliminate difficul- 
ties encountered in the preliminary 
operation of this pioneer installation. 

Since the unit went on the line on 
October 19, 1941, it has been operated 
intermittently, and at times full rated 
load has been carried. The output has 
been delivered: into the Central Ver- 
mont Public Service Corp.’s system as 
provided. Operation has been success- 
ful at a maximum wind velocity of 54 
miles per hour. 

In general the outlook is encouraging 
for this development, according to the 
engineering staff associated with it. 
Progress has been made in the direc- 
tion of solving various matters of regu- 
lation in relation to wind velocity, and 
other details of mechanical importance 
appear to be well in hand. (See Exec- 
TRICAL Wor tp, October 19, 1940; April 
5, 1941, and October 25, 1941.) 





“LOAD SALVAGE” BEGINS—With curtailment of new appliances impending, Landers, 
Frary & Clark starts “Double Duty in Defense” appliance clinics. Home economists 
from Connecticut Power, Unitea Illuminating Co. of New Haven and University of 
Connecticut are the first to get instructions on care and use of electrical appliances 
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More Funds Requested for 
Hydro Power Projects 


Eight projects, approved after regular budget went to congress last 
month, included in new request by Roosevelt — 
Includes money for AVA projects 


Funds to start immediate construc- 
tion of two new multi-purpose dams on 
the White River in Arkansas and Mis- 
souri, to finish construction of the Fort 
Peck power plant and to continue work 
on four other dams were asked of Con- 
gress this week by President Roosevelt. 
Total amount requested is $57,125,000. 

The two new projects are Table Rock 
and Bull Shoals on the White River. 
The President seeks $26.025.000 to start 
the jobs, with plans contemplating im- 
mediate installation of generating fa- 
cilities roughly equal to the firm power 
capacity, although Congressional au- 
thority for power installation has never 
been voted for either job. Both have 
been authorized as flood-control proj- 
ects with penstocks. It has become cus- 
tomary lately to appropriate funds for 
“war projects” without waiting for for- 
mal authorization; it can be done where 
no member objects to legislative action 
in an appropriation bill. 

Table Rock, a $34,500,000 job. is 
primarily a storage and river-regulating 
structure; initial power installation 


“War-Time” Effects Saving 
of 3% in Consumption 


“War-time” is saving about 3 percent 
of the electric power regularly con- 
sumed this time of the year in much of 
Oklahoma, according to F. J. Meyer, 
vice-president in charge of operations 
of the Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. 
Mr. Meyer’s figures came from sources 
which supply about 45 percent of Okla- 
homa’s residential area. 

“They indicate,” Mr. Meyer stated, 
“that the maximum saving is now being 
made. The Federal Power Commission 
has calculated the annual over-all sav- 
ing at 0.035 percent and we expect that 
our annual saving will amount to 0.036 
percent in the territory served by our 
company .. .” 

Mr. Meyer pointed out that the 
power saving is expected to be reduced 
steadily as the season advances. 


$145,400,000,000 for War 


Authorized expenditures for war, in- 
cluding foreign orders, from the be- 
ginning of -the defense effort through 
mid-February, total $145,400.000.000, 
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contemplated is 60,000 kw., which ulti- 
mately would be doubled. 


Parts of AVA 


Bull Shoals, to cost $47,000,000, is 
planned for initial generation of 126,- 
000 kw. and an ultimate capacity of 
336,000 kw. The two dams are the first 
to be built on the main river, although 
U. S. Engineers now are building the 
Norfork and Clearwater dams on dowa- 
stream tributaries, with initial power 
scheduled from the former next year. 
All of these projects are integral parts 
of the proposed Arkansas Valley Au- 
thority, creative legislation for which is 
pending in Congress. 

The appropriation requested for the 
Fort Peck power plant is $1,300,000, 
while another $29,800,000 is asked to 
continue work on the Prattville, Ala.; 
Altoona, Ga.; Center Hill and Dale 
Hollow, Tenn., and Bluestone, W. Va.., 
projects. These projects were approved 
too late to be included in the regular 
budget sent to Congress in January. 


the War Production Board’s Division of 
Statistics announces. The amount in- 
cludes appropriations pending in Con- 
gress at the time of the computation, 
as well as Reconstruction Finance Cor- 
poration commitments. 


Los Angeles Reconsiders 
Proposed Cut in Rates 


Confronted with the increasing costs 
resulting from war conditions, the Los 
Angeles Board of Water and Power 
Commissioners recently requested the 
withdrawal of proposed electric rate 
reductions, totaling $2,024,000 which 
have been awaiting approval of the 
councilmen for several months. 

“Future uncertainties as to operating 
costs and revenues make it essential 
that we institute a thorough review of 
the entire financial structure of the 
municipal electric system,” President 
Clinton E. Miller said. In taking action 
to withhold for re-examination the con- 
templated rate reduction, the board 
specifically excepted a street-lighting 
cut amounting to $157,000 annually. 
The board pointed out that because of 
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the war it already had been necessary 
to institute protective measures that 
would cost more than $1,000,000 a year, 


Utah Utilities Form 
State Power Pool 


Steps to assure all of Utah an un- 
interrupted supply of electric power 
by forming a state-wide interconnected 
pool for the duration of the war were 
recently taken at a meeting of officials 
of both privately owned and municipal 
power utilities. The session, called and 
presided over by George M. Gadsby, 
president of Utah Power & Light Co., 
was attended by representatives of 
seven municipal plants and four pri- 
vate companies. 

Proposed as a war-time mutual as- 
sistance program, the pooling plan was 
approved by all the participating off- 
cials and a Utah war emergency power 
board of nine members was appointed 
to work out details and put it into 
effect. 

The program contemplates not only 
the exchange of power in case of dam- 
age to one system, but a co-operative 
arrangement whereby equipment and 
even personnel can be quickly trans- 
ferred to promptly meet any wartime 
emergencies which might arise. 

In offering the plan, Mr. Gadsby 
said that all power demands in the re- 
gion have been met and that no shortage 
was in prospect so far as could be seen 
at this time. Nevertheless, he added, 
nothing should be overlooked that will 
guarantee an uninterrupted flow of 
power, particularly during the war 
period. 

The nine-member war emergency 
power board is composed of the fol- 
lowing: J. A. Hale, vice-president Utah 
Power & Light; H. B. Waters, presi- 
dent Telluride Power; Reid H. Gard: 
ner, president Southern Utah Power 
Co.; H. B. Calder, chairman Provo 
municipal power board; H. C. Mau- 
ghan, superintendent Logan power 
plant; J. S. Reece, Strawberry Water 
Users’ Association: Rulon Baron, 
Brigham city commissioner in charge 
of power; D. C. Watson. Mayor of St. 
George, and J. Bracken Lee, Mayor of 
Price. 


Arkansas Stand-by Line 


J. A. Krug, chief of the power branch 
of WPB, has turned down the request 
of the Arkansas Public Utilities Com- 
mission that Arkansas Power & Light 
be permitted to construct new links m 
its Little Rock-Norfork-Ozark Beach 
line (see ELectricaL Worip, February 
7, 1942, page 64). 
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Kentucky Governor 
Signs TVA Bill 





ear, 
After one of the bitterest fights ever 
waged in the Kentucky Legislature, 
Gov. Keen Johnson signed into law on 
February 21 the TVA enabling bill. 
0! The measure permits Kentucky munici- 
palities to contract for wholesale elec- 
un- tric power from the Tennessee Valley 
wer Authority. The act, drafted to meet 
ted court warnings that statutory authority 
ere was necessary for municipalities to con- 
ials tract for power, was passed by the 
pal House 85 to 10 and then by the Senate 
ind 39 to 6. The act becomes effective 90 
by, days after the end of the current ses- 
~ sion. March 3, although TVA officials 
of have estimated the system’s hydro- 
yri- electric power will not be available for 
Kentucky consumers until 1944, 
as- In the course of the heated row John 
vas Kirtley, chairman of the state Public 
ff. Service Commission, resigned, follow- 
ver ing closely a talk before the Legislature 
ed by Governor Johnson in which he 
ato urged that body to pass the pending 
bill. Mr. Kirtley was succeeded as com- 
ily mission chairman by Commissioner J. 
- J. Greenleaf and Judge George S. 
ve Wilson was appointed a member of 


- the commission. The original bill was 
attacked by Mr. Kirtley as “unwise, 


= unhealthy, undemocratic abdication of 
local authority to TVA.” The measure 
= was later revised by high administra- 
i. tion leaders and several sections op- 
ge posed by Mr. Kirtley were rewritten. 
- It was this revised bill which the Gov- 
d. ernor urged the Legislature “to pass 
‘ll without delay and without amendment.” 
a Among the new features of the sub- 
a stitute measure were provisions to pro- 
hibit competition between city-owned 
“ electric systems and rural electrifica- 
iL. tion co-operatives or between city-owned 
th systems in territory outside city limits, 
‘i. to require referendums before cities 
d- could buy or condemn privately owned 
fa utilities or establish new municipal 
as utilities, to prevent bonds for these 
" purposes being sold at less than par 
. and to strengthen regulations govern- 
. ing the basis for payment of funds by 
. the municipal utilities to the state and 
ie counties in lieu of taxes. 
qi R. M. Watt, president of Kentucky 
if Utilities Co., emerged as the leader 
of private utility opposition. The Ken- 
tucky Chapter of the International As- 
sociation of Electrical Inspectors and 
affliated electrical contractors went on 
record as opposing the bill. 
h 
t 2 
, Rubber Order Amended 
\ amendment to the Priority Order 
, restricting manufacture of articles from 
é rubler (M-15-b) removes unvulcanized 


scray) rubber compounds from the defi- 
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READY IN SEPTEMBER—Perspective of San Diego new Silver Gate station, now being 
rushed to completion to house a 35,000-kw. turbine 





nition of rubber. Effect of the change 
is to permit manufacture of articles 
for which crude or latex is denied from 
this type of scrap as well as other 
types previously not covered by the 
definition. 


Heavy Rains Build 
Southeast Reserves 


Heavy rains recently in the South- 
east were estimated by Charles A. 
Collier, vice-president Georgia Power 
Co., to have added one billion kw.-hr. 
to hydro reservoirs in Georgia, Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, South Carolina and 
western North Carolina. Generally the 
reservoirs have not been filled since 
last summer’s drought, Mr. Collier 
pointed out and are not filled now. 

Charles I. Burkholder, vice-presi- 
dent of Duke Power, stated that the 
chain of company reservoirs, with the 
exception of Bridgewater Lake, was 
near the overflow stage for the first 
time since midsummer of 1940. 


Utility Purchases Power 
Plant from Colliery 


Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. has 
purchased the 16,000-kw. electric power 
generating station of the Susquehanna 
Collieries Co. at the Short Mountain 
Colliery, Lykens, Pa. George Sloan, 
superintendent of the utility company 
at Williamstown, stated that five to six 
weeks would be required to make neces- 
sary repairs before the plant would 
again be placed in operation. This gen- 
erating plant is believed to be the first 
commercial plant in the country to burn 
pulverized anthracite. The plant has 
been connected to the Pennsylvania 


Power & Light Co. system for several 
years in order to interchange power. 
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San Diego Rushes 
$7,000,000 Program 


San Diego Gas & Electric Co.’s 1942 
budget for additions and improvements 
to its electric system calls for expendi- 
tures totaling $7,000,000, including 
carry-overs from 1941. 

Construction on the company’s new 
Silver Gate. steam-electric generating 
station, located on San Diego harbor, 
is progressing rapidly and the first 
unit, a 35,000-kw., 3.600-r.p.m. ma- 
chine, is expected to go into operation 
in September, 1942. Steam pressure 
of this plant will be 850 psi. 

Interconnection between the Silver 
Gate station, Station B and the Mission 
substation, terminus of the 37,000-kw. 
interconnection with the Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison Co. system, will be pro- 
vided by 6 miles of new 66-kv. line 
under construction from Station F to 
Sampson substation, a 50,000-kva. sub- 
station located near the Silver Gate 
plant, and from Mission substation to 
a new 25,000-kva. substation in Old 
Town. 

Initial construction budget last year, 
including prospective carry-overs into 
1942, was $6,073,000. This was in- 
creased to $8,825,000, of which $4.800,- 
000 was actually expended in 1941. 


Guest Engineers on Tour 


Eight Latin-American engineers who 
are serving an internship with the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
left Washington this week for a six 
weeks survey of manufacturing methods 
in the electrical equipment industry. 
The trip is expected to acquaint the 


group with American products and 
processes of manufacture, providing 


first-hand knowledge which may have 
practical application later in the Latin- 
American countries. 
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Safety Engineers 
Talk War Protection 


Safety of property and _ personnel 
during blackouts, air raids and similar 
emergencies were major problems dis- 
cussed at the winter meeting of the 
accident prevention committee of the 
Edison Electric Institute in Pittsburgh 
this week. 

Training of personnel in steam and 
electric stations for work under black- 
out conditions with a minimum of acci- 
dents was studied in some detail. Meth- 
ods of extinguishing various types of 
fires and of organizing and training 
employee fire brigades were also dis- 
cussed. Representatives of the Mine 
Safety Appliances Co. described the 
various types of gases that might be 
encountered in raid periods, explained 
the proper use of gas masks and told 
of decontamination procedures to be 
used both within buildings and in out- 
door areas. 

Manufacturers at the meeting re- 
viewed the status of such equipment 
as hand tools, rope lines, safety equip- 
ment, etc. While no impending short- 
ages were seen in rubber protective 
equipment, utilities were asked to order 
only as necessary. Moreover, greater 
attention to taking better care of equip- 
ment was urged, as well as increased 
investigation of salvage possibilities. 
Vulcanizing of rubber blankets was not 
seen as an immediate necessity, but 
various techniques were discussed. Ef- 
fect of shortages of aluminum and 
other critical materials on the design 
of gas masks, artificial respirators and 
other first-aid supplies was pointed out. 


Utility Conducts 
Salvage Operations 


Planning ahead to release materials 
and help meet armament needs, Pacific 
Power & Light Co. crews have been busy 
for weeks carefully salvaging copper 
and other materials over the length and 
breadth of the utility system, W. H. 
Till, district manager at Walla Walla, 
has announced. In the company’s me- 
ter department in Walla Walla more 
than 600 older-type watt-hour meters, 
built of aluminum, copper, steel and 
brass, are being checked for accuracy, 
reconditioned and redesigned to 1942 
specifications, 

Electrically driven reclaiming equip- 
ment, designed in the company’s shops 
at Kennewick, is humming away con- 
verting scrap copper salvaged at va- 
rious points on the system to power con- 
ductor, Mr. Till said. In a two-month 
period a total of more than 5 miles of 
copper conductor has been reclaimed 
for the company’s stockpiles and an 
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additional 5,000 lb. of the metal that 
did not meet specifications for power 
use has been made available for other 
defense purposes. In addition to cop- 
per salvage, line hardware is being re- 
claimed, belts are being rethreaded and 
all minor pieces of equipment are care- 
fully appraised for use as replacement 


parts, Mr. Till said. 


PUD Bond Election Set 


Electorate will vote on March 3 on 
an $850,000 bond issue by the Central 
Lincoln County Public Utility District, 
Oregon, to finance acquisition of the 
West Coast Power Co.’s system in 
Lincoln, Lane, Douglas and Coos coun- 
ties, Ore. 





MEETINGS 


American Society for Testing Materials — Com- 
mittee week and spring meeting, Hotel Cleve: 
land, Cleveland, Ohio, March 2-6; annual 
meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., June 22-26. R. E. Hess, assistant secre- 
tary, 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Greater New York Safety Council—Annual safety 
convention and exposition, Pennsylvania Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., March 3-6. Greater New 
York Safety Council, Lincoln Bldg., 60 E. 42nd 
St., New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Western 
bers joint meeting with Northwest 
Light, & Power Assn., Business Development 
Section and Commercial Section, Hotel Van- 
couver, Vancouver, B. C., March 4-6 B. C. 
Fairchild, secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., Mon- 
treal. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
operating section, Sir Walter Hotel, Raleigh, 
N. C., March 12-13; annual conference, Edge- 
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Miss., April 
16-17. J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 303 
Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
March 23-24. Miss Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 
625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Spring meeting, Rice Hotel, Houston, Texas, 
March 23-25. . E. Davies, national secretary, 
29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 





mem- 
Electric 


Edison Electric Institute — Annual sales confer- 
ence, Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill., 
March 23-27. Major H. S. Bennion, managing 


director, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Missouri Valley Electric Association—Annual en- 
gineering conference, Hotel Continental, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., March 26-27. |. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 

Midwest Power Conference — Annual meeting, 
Palmer House, Chicago, IIl., April 9-10. Charles 
A. Nash, conference secretary, Illinois Institute 
of Technology, Chicago, Ill. 

Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Mo., 
April 14-15. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
101 West High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 

Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, Hotei 
Hermitage, Nashville, Tenn., April 15-18. Colin 
G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 3000 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

Maryland Utilities Association — Spring meeting 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md., April 
17. Wilson Cook, secretary, Potomac Edison 
Company Bldg., Frederick, Md. 

Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Engineering and operating section, Seattle, 
Wash., April 22-24 (tentative). Berkeley Snow, 
executive secretary, 707 Spalding Bldg., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, Royal Connaught Hotel, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, April 27-28. Brent Wiley, 
managing director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

Chamber of Commerce of the United States — 
Annual meeting, Washington, April 


27-30. ae 
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Wisconsin Plans on 
Heavy Construction 


Wisconsin Electric Power Co. will 
spend $8,750,000 for new construction, 
additions, improvements and _ replace- 
ments of property, according to a re- 
cent company announcement. This 
amount is said to represent the larg- 
est construction program the company 
has undertaken in many years. 

Dominating features of the program 
are expansion of generating and distri- 
bution facilities to meet the increasing 
power demands of Milwaukee indus- 
tries engaged in defense work. 

Largest item in the budget is $4,]40,- 
000 for continuation of work on the 
expansion of Port Washington power 
plant. This project involves installation 
of an 80,000-kw. turbo-generator and 
690,000-lb.-per-hour high-pressure boil- 
er delivering steam to the turbine at 
1,230 lb. pressure, 850 deg. tempera- 
ture. The new unit will double the 
present capacity of the station. 

Related projects for 1942 call for an 
increase in the capacity of the 132-kv. 
Granville substation and construction 
of a new transmission line between 
Port Washington and Granville at a 
cost of $685,000. Additions of other 
major substations will require $824,000 
and large amounts are also needed for 
improvement and expansion of trans- 
mission and distribution facilities. 


Ontario Hydro Chairman 
Sees Power Restrictions 


Dr. Thomas Hogg, chairman of the 
Ontario Hydro-Electric Power Com- 
mission, in Toronto on February 18 
declared that the commission will in- 
stitute power restrictions within six 
weeks because of a shortage of 300,000 
hp. in southern Ontario. Dr. Hogg said 
the restrictions will take the form of 
cutting out all advertising signs, all 
shop window display lighting and the 
use of all air heaters and _ electric 
grates. 

“Nothing is further from the truth,” 
Dr. Hogg said about newspaper reports 
that there is 1,000,000 kw. of new power 
available at Beauharnois. “Beauhar- 
nois has completed all the possible de- 
velopment available,” he added. 


City Plant to Expand 


The city of Southport, N. C., 
ning additions and new equipment to 
its power plant to cost $91,142. A loan 
of $45,000 and a grant amounting (0 
$46,142 are expected to supply neces 
sary funds. 


is plan- 
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Here’s An Effective Luminaire 
For Street or Defense Lighting 


THE LM PRISMALITE 








An entirely new luminaire— 
the L-M PRISMALITE — 
is now available for street 
and fence lighting so vital to 
the protection of lives and 
property essential to our 
defense effort. Its application is un 


The PRISMALITE is high in effective ike 


output, low in maintenance cost, permanent in 
its characteristics and highly adaptable to varied 
conditions, making it ideally suited to most de- 
fense needs. 


The scientific design of the new prismatic 
glass reflector of the LLM PRISMALITE results in 
high, effective light output. Because glass is not 
affected by atmospheric conditions, the initial 
efficiency of the PRISMALITE is never impaired. 


Constructed and designed so as to be dust- 
proof, the PRISMALITE does not require 










E ‘cleaning except at infrequent 
» intervals. When cleaning is 
~ needed, the reflector can be 
quickly removed, immersed 
in a cleanser and its original 
2 reflectivity is restored. Com- 

te Merchangeability of PRISMALITE parts 
“helps further to make maintenance easy and 
economical. 


Many choices of mounting, refractors, 
heads and receptacles makes the PRISMALITE 
adaptable to any lighting requirements. Too, 
the PRISMALITE can be used on either series 
or multiple lighting circuits. 


Before you choose any luminaire for defense 
—or street—lighting investigate fully the advan- 
tages of the L-M PRISMALITE. Ask your L-M 
salesman, or write Line Material Company, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for L-M Bulletin 4131. 








HIGH-LEVEL LIGHTING WITHOUT CONSPICUOUS FIXTURES—Warner Swasey drafting room at Cleveland 
utilizes twelve recessed units per 142 x 25-ft. bay to secure 58 ft.-candles without the use of conspicuous 


fixtures. Units, manufactured by Frink Corporation, measure 1 x 4 ft., contain two 40-watt white fluorescent 


lamps. The layout eliminates objectionable shadows, provides interesting ceiling pattern, facilitates additions 


ONE HUNDRED PERCENT FOR THE RED CROSS—Every one of the 281 employees of the Central Illinois 
Light Co. contributed to the Red Cross within four days after the recent drive began. 


L. D. Steinritz of 
CILCO personnel department headed up the membership campaign 


DUAL-PURPOSE UTILITY winpy 
Association utility), Clinton, Mg 
to passersby for reading matte; 
chair, I.E.S. reading light and} 
volumes brought in by the pubj 


services 





DUSTRY 


INBTURES 


WINMWachusett Electric (New England Power 
n, Maximbines in a window display (1) an appeal 
matter M@fighting forces of the U. S. with (2) easy 
and kame containing contributed fiction and other 


he publMclearance to the military, naval and air 
rvices local city library 





MAGNETIC DRIVES FOR LOUISVILLE—One of six recently ordered by Louisville Gas & Electric, this 
magnetic drive built by Electric Machinery Mfg. Co. for induced-draft fan is rated at 752 hp., 1.164/180 
r.p.m. Speed is controlled through rheostat tied in with a Bailey automatic combustion control system 








FOR FAST ACTION AT BONNEVILLE—Three cycles (or one-twentieth of a second) is the time which will 
be required by these new G.E. breakers at Bonneville to interrupt up to 2,500,000 kva., at 230 kv., 
should a fault occur on the transmission system 





H. P. Element L. P. Element 


Single-Cylinder Condensing 
10,000 to 25,000 kw 


Superposed 
10;000 to 75,000 kw 


Tandem-Compound Condensing 
36,000 to 65,000 kw 
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How standardized turbine-generators 
help everybody _ 


ca 


ONE RE Han SIN re 


Thanks to a decade of co-operative development 
work between utilities and Steam Headquarters, 
standardized designs of 3600 rpm turbine-generators 
now help America’s power companies meet wartime 
demands for increased capacity. 

Standardized basic elements—high-pressure (A) 
and low-pressure (B)—make up the design from 
which all types of Westinghouse 3600 rpm single- 
shaft turbines from 10,000 to 65,000 kw are built. 
The time-consuming stage of individual engineering 
for every detail is eliminated. 

Savings in metal required are important too. For 


instance, of the more popular ratings purchased, 
over 6,250,000 lbs. of metal can be saved in build- 
ing 1,000,000 kw of 3600 rpm machines rather 
than the same capacity of 1800 rpm. 

Standardized, field-tested Westinghouse 3600 rpm 
turbine-generators can be installed faster, require 
less station space, less costly foundations and lighter 
cranes. They take full advantage of modern steam 
practice. 

In adding to your generating capacity, it can 
benefit you as well as the nation’s war effort to ask 


for standardized turbine-generator designs. 
J-50405 


° a complete steam line, INCLUDING TURBINE-GENERATORS - 


CONDENSERS - FEED-WATER HEATERS - AIR EJECTORS + EVAPO- 


Westinghouse 


RATORS - HEAT EXCHANGERS + MECHANICAL-DRIVE TURBINES 














Output Unchanged 
from Last Week 


The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the electric light and power 
industry for the week ended Saturday, 
February 14, was 3,423,589,000 kw.-hr., 
according to the Edison Electric In- 
stitute, a figure virtually unchanged 
from the previous week. 

The increase in output, 14.7 percent 
over last year, lies within the normal 
14-16 percent zone despite the intro- 
duction of “war-time” on February 9. 

With the increase in output for the 
nation off somewhat from last week, so 
also seven of the geographic divisions 
show slight decreases from a week ago. 

Exceptions are (1) the Pacific Coast 
division, up 23.9 percent in a week, 
compared to 20.6 percent and (2) the 
New England division, up 16.7 percent 
compared to 15.3 percent. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw-Hr. 


1942 194] 1940 
Feb. 21 3,424 Feb. 22 2,986 Feb. 24 2,547 
Feb. 14 3422+ Feb. 15 2,976 Feb. 17 2,565 
Feb. 7 3,475 Feb. 8 2,989 Feb. 10 2,616 
Jan. 31 3,468 Feb. | 2,994 Feb. 3 2,633 
Jan. 24 3,440 Jan. 25 2,996 Jan. 27 2,661 
Jan. 17 3,450 Jan. !8 3,013 Jan. 20 2,674 
Jan. 10 3,473* Jan. II 3,002 Jan. 13 2,688 
Jan. 3 3,289* Jan. 4 2,846 Jan. 6 2,558 
1941 1940 1939 
Dec. 27 3,234 Dec. 28 2,757 Dec. 30 2,464 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 








Feb.2!1 Feb. 14 Feb. 7 

New England +167 +15.3 +176 
Mid-Atlantic +12.1 +12.7 +14.7 
Central Industrial +13.) +13.9 +14.4 
West Central +-13.8 +14.7 +-13.9 
Southern States . +14.4 +-15.3 +-15.2 
Rocky Mountain +13.5 +-16.7 +-19.9 
Pacific Coast +23.9 +20.6 +25.0 
Total United States +14,7 15.0 16.2 





*Revised. + War-time began. 


Billions of Kw.-Hr. 











Electrical Energy Sales 
Taxes Rose 11% Last Year 


Tax receipts from electrical energy 
sales amounted to $49,353,021 for the 
calendar year 1941, as compared with 
$44,445,605 in the previous year, an 
increase of about 11 percent, according 
to the Department of Internal Revenue. 
Such taxes represented about 7 percent 
of the total collected in manufactur- 
ers’ excise taxes during 1941. The tax 
rate was 3 percent of taxable sales to 
July |, 1940, and 31% percent there- 
alter 

Excise taxes on electrical equipment 
brought in a total of $31,558,184 in 
194] Included in the equipment classi- 
feations reported by the department 
were electric, gas and oil appliances; 
electric signs; washing machines; elec- 
tric light bulbs and tubes; radio sets, 
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phonographs, components, etc.; refrig- 
erators, air conditioners, etc. Effective 
October 10, 1941, a 10 percent 
was imposed on these products. 


rate 


Names Rural Committee 


Gov. Dwight H. Green has announced 
the appointment of the Illinois Rural 
Electrification Committee to supervise 
the program for the extension of elec- 
tric service to rural areas of the state. 
The members Howard Leonard, 
Director of Agriculture, chairman: 
Judge John D. Biggs, chairman of IIli- 
nois Commerce Commission; Prof. E. 
W. Lehmann, agriculture engineer at 
the University of Illinois college of 


are: 


agriculture; Mrs. J. V. Stevenson, 
Streator; Hugh Brock, Woodford 


County farm adviser, Eureka. 
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Utilities Make Reports 
on War Time Peak Load 


Moving the clock ahead one hour 
for the 
Seattle’s evening electricity peak load 
about 15 percent. City Light officials 


new war time has dropped 


estimate that this reduction of evening 
power demand is resulting in a savings 
equivalent to increasing their generat- 
ing capacity about 20,000 kw. 

Puget Sound Power & Light Co. op- 
erating engineers also report an eve- 
ning reduction, but point out that it is 
largely compensated for by stepped-up 
demand in the early morning hours. 

Blacking-out of many 
factories and offices, with employees 


windows in 


working entirely by artificial illumina- 


tion, is causing further demands for 


electricity in the area. 
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H. S. Osborne Presidential 
Nominee of A.LE.E. 


Harold S. Osborne, who has been 
nominated for the presidency of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engin- 
eers (ELECTRICAL Wortp, February 21, 
page 76), has been identified with the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
since 1910, when he was appointed en- 
gineer in the transmission and _ protec- 
tion department. He became assistant 





Conway Studios, Inc. 


to the transmission and protection en- 
ginner in 1914, and transmission en- 
gineer in 1920. His next assignment 
was as operating results engineer in 
1939 and the following year he was 
named plant engineer, his present posi- 
tion. 

Dr. Osborne has made about 35 in- 
ventions in the field of telephony and 
telegraphy and is the author of many 
technical papers. For a number of 
years he has been active in committee 
work for the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, at the present time 
serving as chairman of the finance com- 
mittee and as a member of the execu- 
tive. headquarters, planning and co- 
ordination, Institute policy, and Edison 
Medal committees, and as A.LE.E. 
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representative on the Alfred Noble prize 
committee. He has participated actively 
in the development of engineering 
standards. Since 1923 he has been an 
Institute representative or alternate on 
the Standards Council of the American 
Standards Association and is at present 
chairman of fhe Council. He has been 
a representative on the electrical stand- 
ards committee of A.S.A. since 1932 
and on the U.S. national committee of 
the International Electrotechnical Com- 
mission since 1923, being at present 
vice-president and treasurer. 


> C. M. Katrtwasser, formerly vice- 
president and general manager of the 
old Harrisburg (Pa.) Light & Power 
Co., has been appointed vice-president 
and general manager of Fleetwings, 
Inc., Bristol, Pa. A graduate in me- 
chanical engineering at Stevens Insti- 
tute of Technology, Mr. Kaltwasser 
served as vice-president and general 
manager of the Lockport (N. Y.) Light, 
Heat & Power Co. before going to Har- 


risburg. He left the utility field in 1919. 


> Arsert R. Mumrorp, formerly as- 
sistant director of research of the Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, has 
entered the research department of the 
Combustion Engineering Co., Inc. A 
graduate of the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, Mr. Mumford’s 
background in fuels, combustion and 
steam generation covers four years as 
assistant fuels engineer of the U. S. 
Bureau of Mines, more than fifteen 
years as research and design engineer 
with the New York Steam Corp. and 
more than three years with Consoli- 
dated Edison as assistant director of 
research. He has long been active in 
committee work of the American Soci- 
ety of Mechanical Engineers, National 
District Heating Association, American 
Society of Heating & Ventilating Engi- 
neers and the American Society of 
Testing Materials, and is the author of 
numerous technical papers. 








Halladay Succeeds Wood 
as Roller-Smith Head 


In order to devote his entire time to 
his duties as chief engineer, J. D. Wood 
has resigned as president of the Roller- 
Smith Co. The growth of the company’s 
business, the need for increasingly 
greater engineering co-ordination of the 
various products manufactured and the 
expanded testing activities resulting 
from the completion of the new test 
station have resulted in more and more 
of Mr. Wood’s time being spent on en- 
gineering work. 

To fill the presidency relinquished by 
Mr. Wood the board of directors elected 
Reg Halladay, lifelong friend and 
financial adviser to the late Colonel 
Roller. A member of the New York 
Stock Exchange, he has been a direc- 
tor of the Roller-Smith Co. since 1939. 

Mr. Wood has been connected with 
the electrical industry since 1919, when 
he joined the Westinghouse company. 
In 1923 he entered the circuit breaker 
design department of General Electric. 
The following year he joined the Condit 
Electric Manufacturing Co. and in 1928 
affliated himself with Roller-Smith as 
assistant to the chief engineer. In 1932 
he became head of the engineering de- 
partment. 

F. A. Judson, who joined Roller- 
Smith Co. last year as general manager, 
was elected treasurer. 


PWittiam R. C. Corson, president 
and treasurer of the Hartford Steam 
Boiler Inspection & Insurance Co. since 
1927, has become chairman of the 
board. Curtiss C. GARDINER, vice-presi- 
dent, has been elected president: C- 
Epc¢ar BLakg, secretary, has been made 
treasurer as well, and Lynn B. Braty- 
ERD and Joun M. Goruam have been 
made vice-presidents. Mr. Gardiner 
was formerly manager at St. Louis and 
New York, going to Hartford las! fall 
after the death of John J. Graham. 
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Mr. Gorham will have charge of in- 
spection and engineering. He has rep- 
resented the company for some years 
in the boiler and machinery section of 
the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters. 


> Henry C. BEAL, manager of the West- 
ern Electric Co.’s Kearny, N. J., works, 
will become engineer of manufacture 
on March 1 with offices at the com- 
pany’s headquarters in New York. He 
will be succeeded as works manager by 
Reese F, Ciirrorp, personnel director 
for the past year. Mr. Beal has been 
with Western Electric for 28 years. 


P Irvinc C. Eaton, assistant engineer 
of the General Electric works labora- 
tory at Bridgeport, Conn., since 1930, 
has been appointed engineer by W. 
Stewart Clark, works manager, suc- 
ceeding E. W. Schwartz, resigned. 


PS. W. Scarre has been appointed 
manager of the Los Angeles central 
station department of the General 
Electric Co., succeeding the late J. H. 
Cunningham. Mr. Scarfe was appointed 
assistant manager of that office in the 
fall of 1941. He has worked in the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles sales offices 
and was at one time sales representative 
at Fresno, Calif. In 1932 he was trans- 
ferred to Sacramento in the same ca- 
pacity, and served as assistant to the 
district manager in San Francisco from 
1937 to 1939, 


P James Goutp, Jr., portable lamp 
sales specialist of the Miller Co., Meri- 
den, Conn., has received an assignment 
in the Office of Price Administration. 
Mr. Gould will act as senior business 
specialist for the portable lamp and 
shade industry. He has been granted 
a leave of absence from the Miller Co., 
and will make his headquarters in 
Washington. He has been connected 
with the Miller Co. for the past ten 
years, 


PO. W. Jones has been appointed 
commercial manager of the Central 
Power & Light Co., Corpus Christi, 
Tex. All sales, commercial and indus- 
trial development activities of the com- 
pany have been combined into one 
department, headed by Mr. Jones, ac- 
cording to an announcement by J. L. 
Bates, vice-president and general man- 
ager. The new commercial department 
includes the work formerly handled by 
Mr. Jones while head of the commer- 
cial and industrial power department, 
that handled by Walter E. Dickerson 
as industrial development engineer and 
by H. G. Voigt as merchandise man- 
ager. Mr. Dickerson recently opened 
his own office as an industrial engineer 
in San Antonio, while Mr. Voight has 
left the utility company to engage in 
other activities. 
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Sales Executive Changes 
Made by Frigidaire 


Two major sales executive changes 
have been announced by Frigidaire Di- 
vision, General Motors Corp. C. A. 
Copp, vice-president of General Mo- 





C. A. Copp 


tors Sales Corp., will devote his en- 
tire time to directing Frigidaire’s ex- 
tensive defense activities and P. M. 
Bratten, head of Frigidaire’s appliance 
division, has been appointed general 





P. M. Bratten 


sales manager of the combined appli- 
ance, commercial and air conditioning 
divisions, assuming Mr. Copp’s for- 
mer responsibilities. 

H. F. Lehman continues as sales 
manager of the commercial and air 
conditioning division. 


> THEopore W. Monroe of Boston has 
been elected president of the Hartford 
(Conn.) Electric Steel Co., succeeding 
the late E. S. Gardner. Georce C. Hac- 
STRON, vice-president for the past thir- 
teen years, has been made executive 
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vice-president. Mr. Monroe has also 
been elected president of the Roxbury 
(Mass.) Steel Casting Co., an affiliated 
company. 


> M. S. Beisser, formerly branch man- 
ager, Line Material Co., Memphis, 
Tenn., has been appointed west coast 
transformer specialist with headquar- 


ters at Oakland, Calif. 


OBITUARY 


> Epwarp W. Kearns, central district 
manager of the General Cable Co., Chi- 
cago, died February 17, at the age of 57 
years. Mr. Kearns, who had been in the 
electrical industry for the past 40 years, 
was born August 30, 1884. Edefeated in 
Chicago public schools, he first became 
associated with the industry when he 
joined the Manhattan Electric Supply 
Co., shortly after leaving school. Mr. 
Kearns later joined the Monarch Elec- 
tric & Wire Co., Chicago, as salesman 
and subsequently became sales man- 
ager. When this company dissolved he 
joined the Habirshaw Wire & Cable 
Co., where he remained until 1927. In 
that year he came to the General Cable 
Co. as central district manager, the posi- 
tion he held*at the time of his death. 


> Vinci. A. Hetzer, for many years 
service sales manager of the Frigidaire 
Division, General Motors Corp., died 
December 16, following an illness of 
several months. Mr. Hetzel was a mem- 
ber of the General Motors family for 
more than 21 years. When Delco-Light 
and Frigidaire were separated he re- 
mained with the Frigidaire organization 
and during the ensuing years held var- 
ious positions in the service and com- 
mercial sales divisions. In 1934 he be- 
came assistant service sales manager 
and a year and a half later service sales 
manager, the position he held at the 
time of his death. 


PWirtiam S. CuLver, prominently 
identified with the early development of 
the electrical industry, died February 
13, in his seventy-fifth year. Mr. Culver 
had retired as district engineer of the 
east central district of the General Elec- 
tric Co. in 1932. A native of Newark, 
N. Y., Mr. Culver went to Cleveland in 
1885 and became identified with the 
Brush Electric Co. In 1893 he sailed 
for the Philippine Islands, where he re- 
mained three years, installing the first 
electric light plant under the old Span- 
ish regime in Manila. Upon his return 
to this country he was transferred to 
Lynn, Mass., the Brush Electric Co. 
having been merged with the General 
Electric Co. Subsequently he worked in 
Cincinnati and Cleveland, until he was 
appointed district engineer of the east 
central district in 1908, the position he 
held at the time of his retirement. 
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Equipment Ordered 
for Parker Dam 


Award of contracts by Secretary of 
the Interior for equipment for three 
Parker Dam power substations in Ari- 
zona was made last week. 

Contracts in the amount of $350,030 
were awarded to three manufacturing 
companies for power transformers, dis- 
connecting switches, lightning arrest- 
ers, and other equipment for the Phoe- 
nix, Tucson and Coolidge substations. 

General Electric Co., on its low bid 
of $308,190, will furnish four 15,000- 
kva. transformers for the Phoenix sub- 
station, one 5,000-kva. transformer for 
the Coolidge substation, one 161,000- 
volt and one 115,000-volt lightning ar- 
resters for the Phoenix substation and 
a 115,000-volt ground-fault neutralizer 
(Petersen coil) with by-pass switch 
and mechanism for the Tucson sub- 
station. 

Kelman Electric & Manufacturing 
Co. will supply one 161,000-volt oil 
circuit breaker for the Phoenix substa- 
tion on its low bid of $27,400. 

Electric Power Equipment Corp. of 
Pennsylvania, on its bid of $14,440, will 
furnish four 161,000-volt and one 115,- 
000-volt disconnecting switches for the 
Phoenix substation. 

Parker Dam on the Colorado River 
is scheduled to begin power operations 
in September. 


General Electric Will 
Give New Radio Program 


\ new fifteen-minute radio news pro- 
gram, to be carried three times a week 
over 48 stations of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System and seven FM stations 
of the American Network, beginning 
Tuesday evening, March 3, has been 
announced by Robert S. Peare, manager 
of General Electric Co.’s publicity de- 
partment. The program is sponsored by 
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the G. E. radio and television depart- 
ment. 

Frazier Hunt, well-known writer and 
world traveler, will conduct the broad- 
cast Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
evenings. He will appear on 20 sta- 
tions in the east from 6 to 6.15 p.m., 
Eastern war-time, and will do a re- 
broadcast for the remaining 28 Colum- 
bia stations so as to be heard at 9.45 
p.m., Central war-time, 8.45 p.m. Moun- 
tain war-time, and 7.45 p.m., Pacific 
war-time. He will be heard on the 
seven FM radio stations at 6.30 p.m. 
Eastern war-time. 

In addition to presenting the world 
news service in a new pattern, Mr. Hunt 
on each broadcast will briefly. acquaint 
his listeners with the rapidly expanding 
field of electronics and the major part 
General Electric is playing in that field. 


Square D Company 
Earns $3,104,342 


Net income of Square D Company 
for the year ended December 31, 1941, 
of $3,104,342 after all charges, includ- 
ing provision for income and excess 
profits taxes of $7,687,500 and _ provi- 
sion of $250,000 for war-time and post- 
war adjustments, was reported by F. 
W. Magin, president, at a special meet- 
ing of the stockholders held last week. 

The earnings were equivalent to $7.13 
a share on 421,360 outstanding com- 
mon shares, after deducting dividend 
requirements on the preferred stock. 
They compare with net income for the 
year ended December 31, 1940, of $2,- 
023,203 after all charges and federal 
taxes, equivalent to $4.56 a common 


DEFENSE BONDS FOR SANGAMO—Sangamo Electric Co. Employees’ Association 

recently purchased $1,000 of Defense Bonds. Standing (left to right) are Association 

President Roy Schleyhan and Major John W. Kapp of Springfield, Ill., head of the 
Defense Bond drive. Seated is Roy Budde, association treasurer 
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share after preferred dividend require- 
ments. 

Stockholders voted at the meeting 
to increase the authorized common 
stock of the company from 500,000 
shares to 600,000 shares and to re- 
duce the authorized cumulative convert- 
ible preferred stock from 30,000 shares 
to 19,000 shares, 


Westinghouse Employees 
Receive Silver “W” 


The Order of Merit for outstanding 
service was awarded to four employees 
of the Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. Silver “W” medals were 
presented by A. W. Robertson, chair- 
man of the board, to Harry C. Coleman, 
manager of the Westinghouse marine 
electrical engineering department; Ber- 
nard F. Langer and Frank C. Rushing 
of the Westinghouse Research Labora- 
tories, and George S. Law of the law 
department. 

A citation accompanying Mr. Cole- 
man’s award paid tribute to his “pio- 
neering work and originality in the ap- 
plication of electricity aboardship.” Mr. 
Langer was awarded the Westinghouse 
Order of Merit for improving the design 
of high-speed electric locomotives by 
eliminating vibration and sway. Mr. 
Rushing received a silver ““W” for de- 
vising new methods to remove vibration 
and noise from machinery and Mr. Law 
was recognized “for his broad study and 
knowledge of legal problems affecting 
Westinghouse.” 


Coffin Awards Announced 
by General Electric 


Charles A. Coffin Foundation Awards 
have been made to 37 employees of 
the General Electric Co., recognizing 
them for outstanding contributions 
made during 1941 toward the progress 
of the company and the electrical arts. 
The awards were made for 30 accomp- 
lishments and several of them were 
joint awards given to groups of two 
employees. Seventeen of those who re- 
ceived awards were engineers, four 
were workmen, six were tool designers 
and expert mechanics, two were ad- 
ministrative and clerical employees, 
and two were construction engineers. 


COR eR RR ER 


New York Metal Prices 
Feb. 25,'42 Feb. 17, '42 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic 12.00* 12.00* 
lead, A. S. & R. Price. 6.50 6.50 
Antimony Sit ; 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot ............ 35.00 35.00 
WO SHOE icc ccceeds 8.64 8.64 
Tin, Straits .. . 52.00 52.00 
Aluminum, 99 percent... _ 15.00 15.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
SO 
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Field Reports on Business 


Latest reports indicate further increases in industrial output as a whole. The 
aircraft, shipbuilding and machinery industries continue to advance to higher 
levels; most important declines have taken place in the consumers’ durable 
goods industries. Retail trade continues at a high level throughout the country. 


NEW ENGLAND 


New Haven Railroad has bought five 
G.E. 4,900-hp., single-phase, 11-kv. electric 
freight locomotives. That the demand for 
heavy electrical machinery required for 
naval and merchant marine installations 
will increase in this district during the 
coming months is forecast by an announce- 
ment that 60 additional ships have been 
allocated to the South Portland (Me.) 
Shipbuilding Corp. in addition to the 24 
ships already contracted by that com- 
pany. . 

An upswing in the demand for electric 
elevators is quite marked as a result of 
modernization of warehouses taken over 
for government use and additions to stor- 
age accommodations within government 
areas. During January $246,000 in elec- 
tric elevator installations was reported 
for the Boston district. Small motor orders 
are in good volume and reflect a rapidly 
growing change-over from civilian to de- 
fense demand of metal products. In 1941, 
2,160-kva. in capacitors was installed by 
United Illuminating Co. customers in the 
New Haven-Bridgeport area; in 1941, 
1,500-kw. connected load was added to 
the system in Bridgeport for defense hous- 
ing. 

Equipment aggregating 200 kw. has been 
added by an eastern Massachusetts indus- 
trial plant engaged wholly on defense 
work, and in addition a fluorescent light- 
ing system has been installed with levels 
ranging to 100 ft.-candles; this latter 
with new machinery will raise the load 
75 kw. 

United Illuminating Co., New Haven, 
has installed a two-way radio-telephone sys- 
tem for use between operating centers and 
field crews. Boston has spent $45,000 for 
fifteen stationary air-raid units consisting 
of Dilke air-flow type amplifiers and 
oscillators, and Swampscott, Mass., has 
bought a G.E. two-way radio system at a 


cost of $2,500. 


CHICAGO 


Industrial activity continued to increase 
as production of war equipment was 
stepped-up again. The gains made in 
armament output more than offset the 
losses incurred through further curtail- 
ment in civilian goods manufacture. De- 
mand for electrical equipment continues 
unabated as requirements for plant ex- 
pansions and changeovers to war produc- 
tion work continue at a rapid pace. 

Three high-pressure steam boilers for 
power generation are being installed in 
the South Chicago plant of the Youngs- 
town Sheet & Tube Co. at a cost of ap- 
proximately $1,000,000. Foote Bros. Gear 
& Machine Co. will install 90 circuits, 326 
lights, 81 receptacles, 369 motors totaling 
1557 hp. and twelve heating devices de- 
veloping 503 hp. Stevens Candy Kitchens, 
Inc., is installing 48 motors aggregating 
107 hn. 

Of 33 manufacturers reporting January 
sales to the Electric Association, 20 
showed increases over December, while 
26 had gains over January, 1941. Of the 
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electrical wholesalers reporting all but one 
showed a decrease from December and an 
increase over January last year. Accord- 
ing to the Commonwealth Edison Co. sales 
of appliances both by utilities and dealers 
reached a record volume in 1941. Promo- 
tional efforts for this year are being con- 
fined to appliances which can be manu- 
factured without adverse effect on the 
war effort. 


NEW YORK 


Unprecedented appropriations have been 
asked by the government to fulfill its task 
of organizing the country economically for 
victory. Conversion of industrial facilities 
to war production continues at an ever- 
increasing pace. 

Major engineering construction volume 
for the short week due to the Lincoln’s 
Birthday holiday totaled $102,218,000, the 
fifth consecutive week in which the vol- 
ume topped the $100,000,000 mark, ac- 
cording to Engineering News-Record. The 
week’s total brought 1942 construction to 
$996,981,000, an increase of 12 percent 
over the volume reported for the opening 
eight-week period last year. 

Despite recent passage of the Price 
Control Act, the general price advance 
will only be slowed over coming months. 
The tremendous pressure on retail prices 
is being steadily increased as armament 
expenditures are stepped up and con- 
sumer incomes expand, the Bureau of For- 
eign and Domestic Commerce reports. 

Retail trade in the metropolitan area 
continues active. 


PACIFIC COAST 


California agricultural income is _pre- 
dicted as one billion dollars this year, 
under the stepped-up food-for-freedom pro- 
gram. Farmers had A-3 priority for much- 
needed electrical mechanized equipment 
and its wiring to replace expected labor 
shortage. Such farm business and_ black- 
out lighting for plants and homes is being 
actively solicited by the utilities, to help 
replace their own branch line extensions, 
which have been seriously cut by priority. 

Industrial business includes much elec- 
trical wiring material for Southern Pacific 
on basis of bid for periodical requirements ; 
a $500,000 plant at East Bay region to 
handle an initial order of $1,500,000 cal- 
culating machines; a $750,000 addition 
to Consolidated Aircraft at San Diego; a 
$4,500,000 award for construction of alu- 
minum reduction plant at Tacoma, and a 
$3,000,000 contract to an Oakland firm for 
1,000 demountable dwellings. 

The outstanding machinery award was 
$2,792.330 to Westinghouse for furnishing 
and installing three 108,000-kva. Grand 
Coulee generators. The outstanding line 
construction award out of many covers 
$719,037 for the 230-kv. steel tower line 
from Bonneville to Midway. Seattle hous- 
ing authorities received low bids of $71,- 
055 for 900 6-cu.ft. Hotpoint refrigerators; 
$24,560 for 900 3-top unit console Edison 
ranges, and $25,929 for 900 30-gal. West- 
inghouse water heaters. 
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Utility Stocks Hold Firm; Bonds Decline 


PRICE TRENDS OF 


ELECTRIC UTILITY 


SECURITIES 


1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 Jan. a May June 


Following the general market trend, prices of utility securities held fairly steady the 
past week. “Electrical World” stock index remained at 19.4, same as previous week; 
last year, 25.6. Bonds dropped to 104.4 from 104.6 the previous week: last year, 105.9 


Pennsylvania Merger 
Approved by Boards 


Federal Power Commission has ap- 
proved a merger of five affiliated elec- 
tric’ utilities with the Pennsylvania 
Electric Co. and issued other orders 
which, with previous ones, provide for 
a $28,000,000 write-down in the plant 
accounts of companies in western Penn- 
sylvania in the Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric holding company system. 

The new orders covered a general 
plan of acquisition and refinancing of 
the western Pennsylvania companies of 
the Associated system. The commission 
approved Pennsylvania Electric’s ulti- 
mate acquisition by Pennsylvania Elec- 
tric of all the utility assets and facili- 
ties of the Solar Electric Co., Erie 
Lighting Co., Clarion River Power Co.. 
Youghiogheny Hydro-electric Corp. 
and Associated Maryland Electric 
Power Corp. 

SEC approved last week the issue 
and sale by Pennsylvania Electric of 
$32,500,000 of first mortgage bonds due 
on January 1, 1972, and $3,400,000 of 
cumulative preferred stock, proceeds 
of which will be used partly to redeem 
long-term indebtedness and bank loans. 
It also added its approval of the mer- 
ger to that of the FPC. 


Two Generators in 
Los Angeles Budget 


Expenditures by the Los Angeles Bu- 
reau of Power and Light for additions 
and improvements to its system in 1942 
will total $15,400,000, according to the 
program announced by H. C. Gardett 
chief engineer and general manager. 

Completion of the first 65.000-kw. 
unit at Harbor steam plant is scheduled 
for November, 1942. The budget also 
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calls for work on a second 65,000-kw. 
unit and the completion of recejving 
station D in West Los Angeles and con- 
necting belt line system. 

Receiving station D will improve 
voltage regulation in the southwest por- 
tion of the city and will introduce im- 
proved efficiencies in system operation 
due to the shortening of subtransmission 
circuits. 

Additions to transmission facilities in 
1942 will include approximately 2 miles 
of 132-kv. underground cable connect- 
ing the Harbor steam plant with re- 
ceiving station C, and approximately 5 
miles of 132-kv. overhead line from re- 
ceiving station C to the aluminum re- 
duction plant now under construction 
between the city of Los Angeles and 
the harbor district. 


Board Orders Utility 
to Give Users Refund 


Kentucky Utilities Co. has been 
ordered by the state Public Service 
Commission to refund $300,000 in the 
form of credits on the March bills of 
customers or, if the utility chooses, 
rate reductions effecting the same sav- 
ing to electricity users. The commis- 
sion has estimated approximately 75,000 
customers, principally residential and 
small commercial consumers, would 
share in the refund if the company fol- 
lowed that plan. 

The plan was made public last 
November when the commission indi- 
cated its intention of requiring the 
utility to dispose of income over what 
it called a “fair return” of $2,650,000 
for 1941. The order said it had found 
this excess had amounted to $600,000. 
One-half was ordered diverted to the 
company’s depreciation reserve fund 
and the other one-half distributed to 
consumers. 


FINANCIAL BRIEFS 


Municipalities are barred by law 
from levying a personal property tax 
on intangible assets of utility com- 
panies, the New Jersey Supreme Court 
ruled last week. The decision upset 
assessments of $10,960,872 in 1939 and 
$10,895,318 in 1940 by Asbury Park 
against the Jersey Central Power & 
Light Co. and $9,491,137 in 1939 by 
Dover against the New Jersey Power & 
Light Co. 

The court opinion was that the 1938 
gross receipts and franchise tax laws 
substituted a gross receipts tax for a 
local direct tax on utility company 
property to pave the way for a fair 
and equitable distribution of utility 
taxes to municipalities. 


SEC HAS ADOPTED NEW RULES enabling 
registered companies to maintain war 
secrecy. The rules provide for the omis- 
sion or confidential treatment of any in- 
formation publication of which would con- 
travene the Code of War Time Practices 
promulgated by the Office of Censorship. 
They will apply to all filings under the 
Securities Act of 1933, the Securities Ex- 
change Act and the Public Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act. 


Erectric Bono & SHARE Co. has been 
permitted by the SEC to spend $2,000,- 
000 in the market to purchase shares of 
its $5 and $6 preferred stocks, subject to 
certain restrictions. The holding company 
had asked permission to spend up to 
$5,000,000. 


New Distribution System 


Wisconsin Michigan Power Co. is 
building a new electrical distribution 
system, part of which will be ready in 
1942. The company also has installed 
a frequency modulated radio station 
to establish two-way radio talks be- 
tween its line trucks and dispatchers. 
The new system will feed electricity 
into the city of Appleton from the out- 
side providing a second source of power 
if a power plant source fails. 


Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1941 1940 
*American Gas & Electric. $13,887,904 $15,!30,19! 
*Calif. Elec. Power and 
subs ; ; +695 023 537,259 
*Columbia Gas & Elec. and 
10,441,266 12,840,480 


and subs...............412,141,227 13,048,510 
*Connecticut Power..... 1,776,315 1,798,351 
*Consolidated Edison of 

N. Y. and subs.... 33,920,911 36,454,864 
*Cons. Gas Elec. Lt. & 

Pwr. (Baltimore) and 

sub. cavece eens 6,255,324 
*Detroit Edison and subs.. 12,443,156 10,732,734 
*Ohio Edison............... 3,898,442 4,146,213 
*Pennsylvania Water & 

Power and sub........ 2,110,689 2, | 15,500 
*Rochester Gas & Electric 2,277,784 2,738,716 
*Union Electric (Missouri) 8,232,436 6,974,196 


* Twelve months ended December 31. 
+Preliminary. 
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Connecticut Expects 
No Power Shortages 


No rationing of power is expected in 
Connecticut, according to the joint opin- 
ion of utility company managers, due to 
far-sighted planning and management. 
The safety factor in reserve power sup- 
ply is reported to be approximately 20 
percent, 

Connecticut’s estimated requirement, 
with war production demands for 1942, 
is 592,000 kw. Net generating capacity 
is 725,000 kw., including the output of 
hydro electric plants. The dependable 
capacity is estimated at 625,000 kw. 
based on peak-load figures. These ‘fig- 
ures were compiled by the Connecticut 
Public Utilities Commission from esti- 
mates by utility company engineers, 
working in conjunction with the Federal 
Power Commission. 

In the past this source has proved 
an accurate barometer of the actual re- 
sults, according to President Samuel 
Ferguson of the Hartford Electric Light 
Co. In 1939 estimates on peak loads for 
the year 1941 were computed by the 
commission at the request of the Na- 
tional Power Policy Committee. Peak 
loads were estimated at 548,000 kw. and 
the actual figures totaled 535,000 kw.., 
or better than 97 percent accurate. 

Rationing of power has, however, 
come up in other New England sections. 
Jesse E. Gray, Haverhill (Mass.) Elec- 
tric Co., testified with others at a hear- 
ing before the Massachusetts Public 
Utilities Commission that 1942 power 
demands would be met. Any threat of 
emergency can be met by company 
hook-ups in vital sections, he said. 
Scarcity could develop when hydro- 
electric plants are hampered by drought. 
New England Power Co. will use all its 
widespread power capacity in 1942, but 
there is said to be little danger of a 

power shortage. 


Portland Installing 
Many Capacitors 


The Portland, Ore., General Electric 
Co. was fortunate in securing delivery 
on 15,000 rkva. in shunt capacitors. 
There were approximately one thou- 
sand of them of an average of 15 kva. 
each. Through the latter part of 1941 
and continuing now as fast as _practi- 
cable these are being installed. The 
total cost installed will be approxi- 
mately $150,000. 

The result is evident in improved 
power factor throughout the whole dis- 
tribution system, which in effect gives 
increased load-carrying capacity with 
existing conductors and also improves 
voltage regulation. 


Sales Opportunities 


Harriespurc, Miss.—Mississippi Power 
Co., Gulfport, Miss., has plans nearing 
completion for extensions and improve- 
ments in steam-electric generating station 
at Hattiesburg, to include installation of 
new 20,000-kw. turbine-generator unit and 
auxiliary equipment. Switchyard will be 
enlarged and extensions made in trans- 
mission lines in Hattiesburg area. 


Dexter, N. Y.—Dexter Sulphite Pulp & 
Paper Co., is reported planning rebuild- 
ing of portion of steam-electric power 
plant at local mill, recently damaged by 
fire. Loss estimated close to $50,000, with 
equipment. 


Quantico, Va.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids until March 15 for 
equipment in power plant at Marine Bar- 
racks, Quantico, in connection with im- 
provements in station, including induced 
draft fans; fly-ash collectors; stub stacks: 
turbine and motor drives for fans, ash 
and fly-ash conveyor; ash separator and 
receiver; dustless unloader; air-washer; 
steam-jet exhauster, accessories, instru- 
ments and controls (Specifications 19660). 


CLEVELAND, On10—General Motors Corp.. 
Cleveland Diesel Engine Division, 2100 
West 106th Street, manufacturer of Diesel 
engines and parts, plans installation of 
motors and controls, transformers and ac- 
cessories, switch-gear, electric conduit, 
power wiring, fluorescent lighting system, 
electric hoists, conveyors and other equip- 
ment in new plant on 75-acre tract of land 
at Seventy-third Street and Clinton Road, 
Brooklyn Village, near Cleveland. It will 
comprise several one and multi-story struc- 
tures, totaling close to 275,000 sq.ft. of 
floor space, for production of marine Diesel 
engines for Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., including parts manufacture, as- 
sembling and testing. A power substation 
will be built for works service. Entire 
project is reported to cost over $1,500,000, 
including machinery. Financing will be 
provided by Defense Plant Corporation, 
Washington, D. C. Work is scheduled to 
begin soon. 


Everett, Mass.—Boston Edison Co., 
Boston, will begin work soon on additional 
steel frame superstructures for new steam- 
electric generating station on Mystic River, 
near Everett, now in course of erection. 
Work will total about 400 tons of steel, 
for which contract has been let. New 
plant will be equipped with two 50,000- 
kw. turbine-generators, high-pressure boil- 
ers and auxiliary equipment. One of the 
generators is scheduled to be ready for 
service before the close of this year, and 
other in 1943. 


SoutH Cuicaco, Itt. — Youngstown 
Sheet & Tube Co., Youngstown, Ohio, 
manufacturer of steel sheets, steel pipe, 
tubing and other products, has approved 
plans for new power house at branch 
mill at South Chicago, to replace a present 
old station. Cost estimated about $1,000,- 
000. Work will be placed under way at 
once, with Rust Engineering Co., Clark 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., in charge. 


Enip, Oxia.—United States Engineer 
Office, Tulsa, Okla., receives bids (no 
closing date stated) for furnishing and 
installing basic field lights, runway con- 
tact lights, beacon tower, transformer 
vault and other lighting facilities at new 
municipal airport at Enid, for which bids 
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for general construction are being asked 
at same time. 


MILWAUKEE, Wis.—Kearney & Trecker 
Corp., 6784 West National Avenue, manu- 
facturer of milling machines and parts, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
transformers and accessories, switchgear, 
fluorescent lighting system, electric con- 
duits, power wiring, electric hoists, elec- 
tric cranes, conveyors and other equip- 
ment in new plant in vicinity of present 
works for production for government. It 
will consist of several large one-story 
structures, with auxiliary buildings. A 
power substation is planned. Entire proj- 
ect will cost close to $3,000,000, with 
financing to be provided by Defense Plant 
Corporation, Washington, D. C. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. 


Fort Peck, Mont.—United States En- 
gineer Office, Mississippi River Division, 
Kansas City, Mo., plans transmission lines 
from Fort Peck hydroelectric power devel- 
opment to Williston and Glendive, Mont. 
Project will include a new power substa- 
tion at each of points noted; line from 
Glendive also will be extended to Miles 
City, Mont. An initial appropriation of 
about $500,000 is being secured, scheduled 
for early authorization of Congress, to 
begin work on both lines, with further 
funds to be provided at later date. 


Los ANGELES, CALir.—Bureau of Power 
and Light, 207 South Broadway, will begin 
work soon on erection of auxiliary service 
buildings at new  steam-electric Harbor 
generating station, Wilmington district, 
now in course of construction. New struc- 
tures will total about 7,700 sq.ft. of floor 
space, with height of 60 ft., about 35 ft. of 
which will be below grade, and will be 
used for valve rooms, fan rooms and other 
station service. Cost about $131,000 exclu- 
sive of equipment, which will be purchased 
under separate contracts. 


ToLepo, On1to—Aircraft Products Divi- 
sion, Electric Auto-Lite Co., Champlin 
and Mulberry Streets, manufacturer of 
aeronautical apparatus, parts, etc., plans 
installation of motors and controls, switch- 
gear, transformers and accessories, fluo- 
rescent lighting system, conveyors and 
other equipment in new plant on Stickney 
Avenue, where former municipal airport, 
totaling about 160 acres of land, has been 
acquired. Plant will comprise several one 
and multi-story buildings, totaling about 
600,000 sq.ft. of floor space, with power 
substation and other miscellaneous struc- 
tures. Cost over $1,500,000. Proposed to 
begin work soon. 


Westerty, R. I.—Narragansett Electric 
Co., Providence, R. I., is completing plans 
for proposed new steam-electric generating 
station at Thompson’s Corner on Paw- 
tucket River, Westerly. It is proposed to 
ask bids for station construction in near 
future. Cost estimated about $2,500,000. 
Phillip F. Greer, 14 College Street, Provi- 
dence, is architect. 


SHAWNEE, Oxta.—United States Engi- 
neer Office, Tulsa, Okla., will receive bids 
(no closing date stated) for furnishing 
and installing basic field lights, runway 
contact lights, beacon tower, transformer 
vault and other lighting facilities at new 
Shawnee municipal airport No. 1, about 
one mile from Shawnee, for which bids 
for general construction are being asked 
at same time. 
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Circuit Breakers 


Air circuit breakers are designed for 
incorporating as an integral part of resist- 
ance welding machines, are metal-inclosed 


E ee E © U y e w. E N T and can fit behind the steel panels of the 


welder. Power is entirely disconnected 
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claimed, into difficult places and contact 

key eyes which are almost buried in hard- 
New motor control center has inter- Ware. 

changeable units, permitting two to five 


control elements in one section. Motor Network 


starter units consist of a full voltage mag- 


Control Center 
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Motor control center; 76 and 90-in. heights, 
section 20 in. deep, units for a.c. motors 
up to 100 hp., 3-phase, 220, 440 and 550 volts. 
Westinghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co., East Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 


netic starter providing external manual 
reset, thermal overload and low voltage 
protection. Disconnect switches may be un- 
fused, of the circuit breaker type with 
thermal inverse time overload and_ in- 
stantaneous short-circuit protection. 


Transformer Carrier 


Transformer model carrier. Ernest Magic Car- 
rier Sales Co., 1456 Jefferson Ave., Buffalo, 
N. Y 


Four-wheel, self-balancing carrier has a 
U-shaped base and is equipped with a metal 
post on which is mounted a lift attachment 
adjustable for height. Distribution trans- 
former is gripped by two rods, is lifted 
vertically and then held several inches off 
floor when downward pressure is exerted 
on lever-handle which locks automatically. 


Cotter Key Remover 


A cotter key remover has been devel- 
oped for use in disconnecting and connect- 
ing insulator strings in hot-line mainte- 
nance work. This tool can reach, it is 


"Tips Universal Snap-Out'' cotter key re- 
mover. A. B, Chance Co., Centralia, Mo. 
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Connector 


Insulated connec- 
tor, a special Burn- 
dy mole equipped 
with molimeters, is 
designed for use in 
junction or limiter 
boxes of industrial 
secondary networks. 
Mole consists of a 
central conducting 
body with molded 
insulating jackets 
and contains any 
number of cable 
outlets. Each outlet 
is provided with a Type "ZMEJ" (illus- 
molimeter, a fusible trated) industrial net- 
element inclosed in work connector. Burndy 


; : Engineering Co., 107 
an are-proof cham- Eastern Boulevard, 
ber. New York, N. Y. 





Disconnect Switch 


High-ampere capacity switch has all cur- 
rent carrying parts of hard-drawn copper, 
high-pressure silvered button type jar con- 
tacts, and high-pressure ring contacts at 
hinge end of blade. A pressure-releasing 





Heavy-duty indoor disconnecting switch; rated 
4,000 amp., 7.5 kv. Delta-Star Electric Co., 
2400 Fulton St., Chicago, Ill. 


device is used to release all but a slight 
wiping pressure before the blades start 
moving out of contact. 





BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’'s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 








Type "AE-IAYI" air circuit breaker. General 
Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y 


from the breaker when it is removed for 
inspection. A choice of trip settings is 
provided. Breakers can be arranged to 
open the circuit in case of “low-voltage” 
or no “water flow,” and also to close the 
circuit remotely by a push button. 


Voltage Regulator 


Type "SVR'' automatic voltage regulator; rat- 
ings, 6 to 75 kva., single and three phase, 
input voltage range 95-135, 195-255, 380-500, 
nominal output voltages !15, 230 and 440, 
Superior Electric Co., Bristol, Conn. 


Regulator is designed to maintain con- 
stant line voltage for manufacturing and 
electronic equipment and electrical testing. 
It consists of a thyratron tube circuit con- 
trolling a motor-driven variable voltage 
transformer. By a knob on front panel it 
is said adjustments can be made for input 
voltage variations from approximately | up 
to 5 percent of input voltage, and for out- 


put voltage over a wide range, e.g., 100 to 
120 volts. 


Fluorescent Unit 


New industrial lighting fixture features 
a porcelain enamel reflector of one-piece, 
seamless, non-welded construction. Glare 
from al] normal viewing angles is said to 
be eliminated by a 13}-deg. cut-off. Re- 
flector is detachable from housing by re- 
moving two wing units. 


r 





Models ''No. 2034'' and "No. 2035," "'Vic- 
tory'' fluorescent industrial lighting units; use 
two and three 40-watt lamps, respectively 
110-125 volts, 60 cycles, also available § 

50-cycle operation, or for 220-250 volts. 
Mitchell Mfg. Co., 2525 Clybourn Ave., C! 

cago, Ill. 
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